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experience. Throughout the book one can feel the author's
desperate effort to keep his feet on the ground while he is
being carried away by the current of his ideas.
"That which most people call fantastic and exceptional is
for me the most profound reality," wrote Dostoevsky to
Strakhov. "I do not value the novel, I value its main idea."
The critics were baffled by this inexplicable book that defied
all classification. Some did not even mention it. Others were
merely indignant. For instance, Burenin wrote, "My God,
what has Mr. Dostoevsky not invented in this novel, which is
truly the worst of all that he has ever published. ... In my
opinion, this work is a literary compilation of a crowd of
characters and events. It is devoid of all artistic merit. Entire
pages are incomprehensible."